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Common Core State Standards Alignment

2

and skills measured

SAT are represented

How ReadiStep™, the PSAT/NMSQT® and the SAT®
Align to the Common Core State Standards

Introduction

The College Board has been a strong advocate for and played an active role in the
development of the Common Core State Standards. As part of this collaboration, the College
Board helped draft the standards and helped shape the initiative by providing executive
guidance on the Common Core Advisory Committee. The goal of the Common Core State
Standards — to establish a common set of rigorous expectations to prepare students for
college and career readiness — strongly reflects the guiding missions and values of the
College Board, as well as of our programs and services.

Prior to the development of these Common Core
State Standards, the College Board established blue

AH Of the knowledge ribbon panels in English Language Arts, Mathematics

and Statistics, and Science to define the skills and
knowledge students must develop and master to
succeed in college and the workforce in the 21st
century. This effort resulted in the development of

by ReadIStep, the College Board Standards for College Success™.

These standards for English Language Arts,

PSAT/NMSQT and Mathematics and Statistics, and Science were based

on empirical research conducted by the University
of Oregon'’s Center for Educational Policy Research
in collaboration with the Association of American
Universities. The standards are benchmarked

iIl the Common Core- against the Advanced Placement Program® as well

as national and international frameworks including

NAEP TIMSS and PISA (Wiley, Wyatt & Camara,

2010). These standards were an important resource
in the development of the Common Core State Standards because they were based and
benchmarked on empirical evidence related to college success.

The College Board recognizes that defining clear, consistent and rigorous standards is just the
start of ensuring educational improvement. The College Board actively works with states and
districts as they build their Common Core implementation plans, and we continue to provide
guidance and technical assistance in the areas of:

e comprehensive alignment services;

e pbenchmarking standards, assessments and performance level indicators against college
outcomes;

e Common Core implementation plan development; and professional development.

In support of nearterm goals, the College Board has developed this alignment study to
document the existing correspondence between assessments in our College Readiness
Pathway and the Common Core State Standards.

This report is focused on the College Board College Readiness Pathway, comprising
ReadiStep, the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT — college readiness assessments taken by
millions of students annually. As new assessments emerge and existing assessments are
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enhanced, the College Board will conduct additional studies to understand the alignment of
other forms of assessments that may be administered in support of the Commmon Core State
Standards, including end-of-course and end-of-domain assessments.

Content for Comparison
Common Core State Standards

The Common Core State Standards articulate the knowledge and skills students need to be
ready to succeed in college and careers. They were designed to be (1) anchored in research
and evidence; (2) aligned to college and workplace expectations; (3) rigorous, clear and
consistent; and (4) reflective of best practices in international frameworks. The standards span
kindergarten through 12th grade.

The College Board College Readiness Pathway

The College Board College Readiness Pathway is an assessment system that measures the
reading, writing and mathematical knowledge and skills that students need to be on track to
graduate high school college-ready. It consists of ReadiStep, administered in grade eight; the
PSAT/NMSQT, administered in grades 10-11; and the SAT, administered in grades 11-12.
Together, these programs assess the college readiness of students as they progress from
middle school to college entrance.

ReadiStep, the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT
measure the reading, writing and mathematics

knowledge and skills that students are learning Readlstep the
]

every day in middle and high school classrooms and

that are critical for success in college and beyond.

Through curriculum surveys and alignment analyses, PSAT/NMSQT and
the College Board regularly studies classroom

instructional practices, state standards and district the SAT StIOIlgly allgl’l
curriculum frameworks, as well as the course

content of first-year college courses, to ensure that to the Common CO]_’e
the assessments measure the content knowledge

and cognitive processes students need for college

e oo State Standards.

The assessments in the College Readiness Pathway

are rigorously developed to provide the highest

quality measurement and feedback. All three assessments measure the same constructs, use
similar question formats and have similar score scales, which are linked to provide a vertical
articulation of college readiness. ReadiStep and the PSAT/NMSQT also report projected
scores on the next assessment in the sequence leading to the SAT and to college success.
The feedback and tools provided by the three assessments help students improve their skills
and help schools and districts make curricular changes that improve student learning and
reduce the need for remediation in college.

College Board Research Reports 3



Common Core State Standards Alignment

Comparing Standards and Assessments

Researchers and organizations have developed different methodologies and approaches to
align standards (Brown & Conley, 2007; Rothman, 2003; Webb, 1997 1999; Porter, 2002;
Achieve, 2007 2010; College Board, 2008, 2010; Blank, 2007) and the spectrum of alignment
approaches varies in terms of rigor and accuracy. The College Board employs rigorous
alignment methodologies as it compares standards, curricula and assessment frameworks
and consistently adheres to the following alignment principles, which are recognized as best
practices by thought leaders in the field:

e Deep and careful consideration must be given to the full intent and scope of each
standards statement, with attention to both the content and skill components of the
standard.

e Alignments must be made to the most specific component or grain size of the standard.

¢ |n the alignment of standards to assessments, alignments must consider what is
specifically measured by the assessment, not skills and practices that stretch beyond the
scope of the assessment. Additionally, consideration must be given to the environment in
which the assessment is administered (classroom, large scale, computer based), which
may influence the alignments.

e Consideration and attention must be given to both content and cognitive demand (rigor)
when developing alignments between standards and assessments.

These alignment principles are apparent in the alignment methodologies developed by
Norman Webb and Andrew Porter, as well as in the nationally recognized work from
organizations such as Achieve, WestEd, the Educational Policy Improvement Center (EPIC),
the Center for Assessment and the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum (SEC) Project led by the
Council of Chief State School Officers in partnership with the University of Wisconsin.

For this study, the College Board applied these alignment principles to compare the Common
Core State Standards to the ReadiStep, PSAT/NMSQT and SAT Skills Insight™ categories
(Skills Categories). The knowledge and skills represented by each Skills Category are defined
for each score band in the Skills Insight tool, which is available for each assessment. The
content knowledge and skills measured on each assessment are described in greater detail
in Appendix A. Full consideration was also given to the item types in reading, writing and
mathematics. For the SAT essay, this evaluation relied on the scoring guide to articulate the
key writing skills required by the essay section of the SAT.

The College Board aligned ReadiStep, the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT to the following
Common Core grade levels:

e ReadiStep: English Language Arts, Grades 7-8; Mathematics, Grades 6-8 and
Mathematical Practices

e PSAT/NMSQT: English Language Arts, Grades 9-12 and Anchor/College and Career
Readiness Standards; Mathematics, Grades 9-12 and Mathematical Practices

e SAT. English Language Arts, Grades 11-12 and Anchor/College and Career Readiness
Standards; Mathematics, Grades 9-12 and Mathematical Practices

4  College Board Research Reports
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Summary of the Alignment Between the Common
Core State Standards and the College Board
Assessments

Reading

There is strong alignment between the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for
Reading and the reading sections of the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT. Additionally, ReadiStep,
PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT successfully align to both the Reading Standards for Literature and
the Reading Standards for Informational Text.

Writing

There is strong alignment between the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards

for Writing and the writing section of the SAT and partial alignment with the PSAT/NMSQT.
Additionally, ReadiStep and the PSAT/NMSQT partially address the Common Core

Writing Standards. The skills measured by the writing skills section of ReadiStep and the
PSAT/NMSQT writing section are primarily those of revision and do not directly address the
Common Core elements of writing arguments, informational/explanatory texts and narratives.
The SAT demonstrates strong alignment to the Common Core Writing Standards and there is
very strong agreement between the skills required on the SAT essay and the Common Core
State Standards.

Language

The College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards C C

for Language are entirely addressed by both the ominon ore StateS
PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT. There is strong alignment . .

between ReadiStep, the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT and districts can

and the Common Core Language Standards in that

the majority of the Common Core State Standards 1mplement the allgned
are addressed by the College Board assessments.

Mathematics College Readiness
There is very strong alignment between ReadiStep ;

and the Common Core State Standards for Pathway Wlth

Mathematical Content, grades 6-8 and all of the

Standards for Mathematical Practice align to this Conﬁdence

assessment. The PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT also
demonstrate strong alignment to the Common Core
State Standards for Mathematical Content, grades
9-12 and all of the Standards for Mathematical
Practice are entirely addressed by these assessments.

Detailed alignments and notes related to this analysis are included in the side-by-side tables
found in Appendix B through Appendix G.
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Alignment Summary Table

Percentage of the Common Core Aligned
to College Board Assessments?

Common Core State Standards?

PSAT/
ReadiSte SAT
- NMSQT

Reading Anchor Standards/CCR N/A* 90% 90%
Reading Standards for Literature 72% 72% 78%
Reading Standards for Informational Text 90% 75% 70%
Writing Anchor Standards/CCR N/A* 20% 60%
Writing Standards 42% 42% 83%
Language Anchor Standards/CCR N/A* 100% 100%
Lapguage Standards/Language Progressive 749, 75% 829%
Skills
Standards for Mathematical Content, Grades 6—8 98% N/A N/A
Standards for Mathematical Content, . o o
Grades 9-12 A e e
Standards for Mathematical Practice, 100% 100% 100%

Grades K-12

*The Anchor Standards In Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language are
exit-level college readiness standards meant to be considered in tandem with grades 9-12
ELA standards. ReadiStep is a middle school assessment and has not been linked to these
standards. For similar reasons, ReadiStep was not linked to the grades 9-12 Mathematics
Standards.

1. The Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards as well as the Standards for Literacy in History/

Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects were not included within the scope of this alignment study.
The Speaking and Listening Standards are best addressed through classroom performance tasks and teacher
observation. The Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects are designed
to inform literacy instruction across the disciplines and are also best matched to assessments anchored in
those disciplines.

2. As noted earlier, ReadiStep was aligned to grades 6-8 standards, whereas the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT were
aligned to high school standards.
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Appendix A: ReadiStep ™,
PSAT/NMSQT® and SAT® Skills
Categories and Descriptions

Skills Insight™

This alignment is based on the ReadiStep™, PSAT/NMSQT® and SAT® Skills Insight™ Categories (Skills
Categories). The Skills Categories outline the academic content and skills measured by the
assessments, and as these Skills Categories were developed using released test items and forms, they
represent the spectrum of content and skills found on the assessments. For the SAT essay, this
evaluation relied on the scoring guide to articulate the key writing skills required by the essay section
of the SAT. See below for a more detailed description of each skill category.

ReadiStep™ Skills Categories
Mathematics

Number & Operations

Students can understand numbers, number systems and operations. They can do arithmetic word
problems, including those involving percent, ratio and proportion. They know properties of integers
and elementary number theory. They can compute fluently with rational numbers expressed in
fraction and in decimal form. They can solve problems involving sets and sequences of numbers.

Algebra & Functions

Students can understand, write and simplify linear algebraic expressions. They can solve linear
equations and inequalities. They can use mathematical models to represent and understand
guantitative relationships. They can work with absolute value expressions involving a variable.

Geometry & Measurement

Students can analyze characteristics and properties of points, lines and angles in the plane. They can
solve problems involving length, area and volume. They know and can apply angle-sum property of
triangles and the Pythagorean Theorem. They can identify points and work with translation and
reflection of geometric figures in the coordinate plane. They are familiar with the concepts of
parallelism, transversal and vertical angles, as well as similarity of geometric figures.

Data, Statistics & Probability

Students can understand and interpret data displayed in tables and graphs, including bar graphs,
pictographs and circle graphs. They can evaluate inferences and predictions that are based on data.
They can understand and use descriptive statistics, including the mean and median. They can apply
basic concepts of probability to solve problems.

Problem Solving
Students can solve problems that arise in abstract as well as real contexts. They can apply and adapt
a variety of appropriate strategies to solve problems, including both routine and nonroutine



problems. They can monitor their process as they work toward the solution to a problem, and they
can evaluate their answer in terms of the original question asked.

Representation

Students can create and use representations to organize, record and communicate mathematical
ideas. They can select, apply and translate among mathematical representations, including the
verbal, numerical, symbolic and graphical, to solve problems.

Reasoning

Students can recognize reasoning and proof as fundamental aspects of mathematics. They can make
and investigate mathematical conjectures, and they can develop and evaluate mathematical
arguments and proofs. They can use what they know and build a logical progression of statements to
explore the truth of their conjectures. They can break things down into cases, can recognize and use
counterexamples, and can use logic to justify their conclusions.

Connections

Students can recognize and use connections among different areas in mathematics, particularly
between geometry and algebra. They can understand how mathematical ideas interconnect and
build on one another to produce a coherent whole. They can also recognize and apply mathematics
in applied contexts.

Communication

Students can use the definitions, symbols and notation of mathematics to express mathematical
ideas precisely. They can organize and consolidate their mathematical thinking through
communication. They can communicate their mathematical thinking coherently and clearly. They
can analyze and evaluate the mathematical thinking and strategies of others.

Critical Reading

Determining the Meaning of Words

Understanding of vocabulary and sentence structure — Student determines the meaning of a word in
a sentence or a section of text by using context clues, knowledge of the meaning of words,
knowledge of root words and affixes, and understanding of how the different parts of a sentence fit
together.

Author’s Craft

Understanding of an author’s use of language and devices — Student understands an author’s
purpose in a text. Student recognizes that authors use word choice, literary devices and rhetorical
devices to achieve certain effects.

Reasoning and Inferencing

Use of reasoning and critical thinking to extend or elaborate on a text — Student uses reasoning to
connect ideas within a text or across short texts and to draw conclusions about a text or texts.
Student makes inferences and recognizes implications in a text.

Organization and Ideas

Understanding of ideas and recognition of a text’s organization — Student understands, connects
and compares ideas within a text or across short texts. Student understands how a text is organized
and recognizes the functions of different parts of a text.



Understanding Literary Elements
Use of knowledge of literary elements — Student uses understanding of setting, plot,
characterization, theme and narrative perspective (point of view) when analyzing a literary text.

Writing

Manage Word Choice and Grammatical Relationships Between Words

Student knows parts of speech and how they agree in a well-formed sentence (for example, subject-
verb-object agreement; pronoun case, reference and agreement; verb form and tense; consistency
of voice and person). Student corrects errors in grammatical relationships between and among
words in a sentence in order to communicate ideas clearly and concisely.

Manage Grammatical Structures Used to Modify or Compare

Student manages modifiers and objects (for example, adjectives and nouns, adverbs and verbs or
adjectives, modifying clauses and their objects) to ensure that the modifier-object references are
clear, logical and correctly formed. Student corrects errors in modifier-object references,
comparative structures and superlative structures in a sentence to communicate ideas clearly and
concisely.

Manage Phrases and Clauses in a Sentence

Student uses well-formed sentence structures (for example, subordinate, coordinate and relative
clauses; parallelism; and proper connectives) to indicate relations between and among elements of a
sentence. Student recognizes when clauses are formed correctly using appropriate subjects and verb
forms (for example, infinitives, gerunds and participles). Student corrects errors in how phrases and
clauses are structured in a sentence to communicate ideas clearly and concisely.

Recognize Correctly Formed Sentences

Student knows parts of speech and understands how they agree in well-formed sentences. Student
understands the function of modifying words and phrases and recognizes when they are used
correctly. Student understands the relationships between phrases and clauses in well-formed
sentences and recognizes when clauses are formed correctly using appropriate subjects and verb
forms.

Manage Order and Relationships of Sentences and Paragraphs

Student recognizes that a clear organization and a smooth progression of ideas improve coherence
both within and among the paragraphs in an essay. Student signals the main point or theme, uses
effective transitions to signal development and uses rhetorical conventions to structure ideas.
Student corrects errors in organization and development to improve the focus and flow of a
paragraph or paragraphs in an essay.

PSAT/NMSQT® and SAT® Skills Categories

Mathematics

Number & Operations

Students can understand numbers, number systems and operations. They can do arithmetic word
problems, including those involving percent, ratio and proportion. They know fundamental
properties of integers and elementary number theory. They can compute fluently with real numbers,
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including rational numbers expressed in fraction and in decimal form. They can solve problems
involving sets and problems involving sequences and series.

Algebra & Functions

Students can understand, write and simplify algebraic expressions, including those involving
exponents. They can solve linear, quadratic, rational and radical equations, as well as systems of
equations and inequalities. They are familiar with the concept of function and with functional
notation and can use mathematical models to represent and understand quantitative relationships.
They can work with absolute value as well as with direct and inverse variation. They can use algebra
to solve word problems.

Geometry & Measurement

Students can analyze characteristics and properties of points, lines and angles in the plane as well as
of two- and three-dimensional geometric shapes. They can solve problems involving length, area and
volume. They know and can apply the Pythagorean Theorem as well as special properties of
isosceles, equilateral and right triangles. They can work with geometric figures in the coordinate
plane and are familiar with the concepts of slope and similarity. They can develop mathematical
arguments about geometric relationships.

Data, Statistics & Probability

Students can understand and interpret data displayed in tables and graphs, including bar graphs,
circle graphs, line graphs, histograms and scatterplots. They can evaluate inferences and predictions
that are based on data. They can understand and use descriptive statistics, including the mean,
median and mode. They can apply basic concepts of probability to solve problems.

Problem Solving

Students can solve problems that arise in abstract as well as real contexts. They can apply and adapt
a variety of strategies to solve problems, including both routine and nonroutine problems. They can
monitor their process as they work toward the solution to a problem, and they can evaluate their
answer in terms of the original question asked.

Representation

Students can create and use representations to organize, record and communicate mathematical
ideas. They can select, apply and translate among mathematical representations, including the
verbal, numerical, symbolic and graphical, to solve problems.

Reasoning

Students can recognize reasoning and proof as fundamental aspects of mathematics. They can make
and investigate mathematical conjectures, and they can develop and evaluate mathematical
arguments and proofs. They can use what they know and build a logical progression of statements to
explore the truth of their conjectures. They can break things down into cases, recognizing when the
cases exhaust all possibilities. They can recognize and use counterexamples, and they can use logic
to justify their conclusions.

Connections

Students can recognize and use connections among different areas in mathematics, particularly
between geometry and algebra. They can understand how mathematical ideas interconnect and
build on one another to produce a coherent whole. They can also recognize and apply mathematics
in applied contexts.



Communication

Students can use the definitions, symbols and notation of mathematics to express mathematical
ideas precisely. They can organize and consolidate their mathematical thinking through
communication. They can communicate their mathematical thinking coherently and clearly. They
can analyze and evaluate the mathematical thinking and strategies of others.

Critical Reading

Determining the Meaning of Words

Student analyzes vocabulary and sentence structure. Student uses knowledge of the meaning of
words, including difficult and specialized vocabulary. When determining the meaning of an
unfamiliar word or a word with multiple meanings, student uses context clues, such as other
vocabulary in the sentence or section of text, familiar phrases, words that signal relationships, or
embedded definitions, and recognizes and analyzes roots, prefixes and suffixes. Student understands
how the different parts of a sentence fit together.

Author’s Craft

Student analyzes an author’s use of language and devices. Student understands an author’s
intended purpose in a text. Student identifies an author’s tone and recognizes the use of word
choice, literary devices and rhetorical devices. Student understands how an author’s choices achieve
certain effects and support his or her purpose for writing.

Reasoning and Inferencing

Student uses reasoning and critical thinking to extend or elaborate on a text. Student uses reasoning
to connect, compare, contrast and integrate ideas and information within and across texts; to
connect an idea within a text to a different or analogous situation outside the text; and to draw
conclusions that go beyond a text or texts. Student recognizes implications and infers information
that is not explicitly stated in a text.

Organization and Ideas

Student analyzes the ideas in and organization of a text. Student identifies the central or main idea
and the supporting details of a text or a section of text. Student connects, analyzes and understands
the relationship of ideas within a text or across texts and makes text-based conclusions. Student
understands how a text is organized and recognizes the functions of different parts of a text.

Understanding Literary Elements
Student uses knowledge of literary elements. Student recognizes and understands elements of
setting, plot, characterization, theme and narrative perspective (point of view).

Writing

Manage Word Choice and Grammatical Relationships Between Words

Student knows parts of speech and how they agree in a well-formed sentence (for example, subject-
verb-object agreement; subject-verb-complement agreement [SAT only]; pronoun case, reference
and agreement; verb form and tense; consistency of voice and person). Student corrects errors in
grammatical relationships between and among words in a sentence in order to communicate ideas
clearly and concisely.



Manage Grammatical Structures Used to Modify or Compare

Student manages modifiers and objects (for example, adjectives and nouns, adverbs and verbs or
adjectives, modifying clauses and their objects) to ensure that the modifier-object references are
clear, logical and correctly formed. Student corrects errors in modifier-object references,
comparative structures and superlative structures in a sentence to communicate ideas clearly and
concisely.

Manage Phrases and Clauses in a Sentence

Student uses well-formed sentence structures (for example, subordinate, coordinate and relative
clauses; parallelism; and proper connectives) to indicate relations between and among elements of a
sentence. Student recognizes when clauses are formed correctly using appropriate subjects and verb
forms (for example, infinitives, gerunds and participles). Student corrects errors in how phrases and
clauses are structured in a sentence to communicate ideas clearly and concisely.

Recognize Correctly Formed Sentences

Student knows parts of speech and understands how they agree in well-formed sentences. Student
understands the function of modifying words and phrases and recognizes when they are used
correctly. Student understands the relationships between phrases and clauses in well-formed
sentences and recognizes when clauses are formed correctly using appropriate subjects and verb
forms.

Manage Order and Relationships of Sentences and Paragraphs

Student recognizes that a clear organization and a smooth progression of ideas improve coherence
both within and among the paragraphs in an essay. Student signals the main point or theme, uses
effective transitions to signal development, and uses rhetorical conventions to structure ideas.
Student corrects errors in organization and development to improve the focus and flow of a
paragraph or paragraphs in an essay.

SAT® Essay

Point of View/Position
Essay develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking.

Use of Evidence and Examples
Essay uses appropriate examples, reasons and other evidence to support its position.

Organization and Focus
Essay is well organized and focused, demonstrating coherence and progression of ideas.

Facility in the Use of Language and Vocabulary
Essay exhibits facility in the use of language, using appropriate vocabulary.

Variety in Sentence Structure
Essay demonstrates variety in sentence structure.

Grammar, Usage and Mechanics
Essay is free of most errors in grammar, usage and mechanics.
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English Language Arts Side-By-Side Alignment Tables:
ReadiStep™—Common Core State Standards

Common Core State Standards

Aligned ReadiStep

Grade Strand Standard Standard ID Skill Comments
ReadiStep does not require that students
Reading Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support provide textual evidence; however, students
Standards for Key Ideas and analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as must base inferences and analysis on the text
7 Literature Details inferences drawn from the text. RL7.1 Reasoning and Inferencing [provided in the passage or item stem.
Organization and Ideas
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze
its development over the course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text. RL.7.2 Organization and Ideas
Understanding Literary
Elements
Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama Understanding Literary
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). RL7.3 Elements
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other
Craft and repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific Determining the Meaning of
Structure verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. RL.7.4 Words ReadiStep does not include poetry.
Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g.,
soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. RL.7.5 ReadiStep does not include poetry or drama.
Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the
points of view of different characters or narrators in a Understanding Literary
text. RL.7.6 Elements
Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem
to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version,
Integration of analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each
Knowledge and medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and The media component of this CCSS is beyond
Ideas angles in a film). RL.7.7 the scope of ReadiStep.
(Not applicable to literature) RL.7.8
Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time,
place, or character and a historical account
of the same period as a means of understanding how ReadiStep requires that students compare
authors of fiction use or alter history. RL.7.9 texts, but not in this specific context.
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8
Range of Reading [text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as Passages for ReadiStep are chosen by a
and Level of Text |needed at the high end of the Determining the Meaning of [process that considers complexity and grade-
Complexity range. RL.7.10 Words level appropriateness.
Organization and Ideas
ReadiStep does not require that students
Reading Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an provide textual evidence; however, students
Standards for Key Ideas and analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as must base inferences and analysis on the text
8 Literature Details inferences drawn from the text. RL.8.1 Reasoning and Inferencing [provided in the passage or item stem.
Organization and Ideas
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Grade

Strand

English Language Arts Side-By-Side Alignment Tables:

ReadiStep™—Common Core State Standards

Common Core State Standards

Standard

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze
its development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide

Standard ID

Aligned ReadiStep

Skill

Comments

ReadiStep addresses the skill of summarizing;
however, students are not required to provide

an objective summary of the text. RL.8.2 Organization and Ideas a direct summary.
Understanding Literary
Elements
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a
story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision. RL.8.3 Organization and Ideas
Understanding Literary
Elements
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices
Craft and on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to Determining the Meaning of
Structure other texts. RL.8.4 Words
Author’s Craft
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more
texts and analyze how the differing structure of each
text contributes to its meaning and style. RL.8.5 Organization and Ideas
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the
characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created
through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as
suspense or humor. RL.8.6 Author’s Craft
Understanding Literary
Elements
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production
Integration of of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the
Knowledge and text or script, evaluating the choices made by the The elements of filmed or live productions are
Ideas director or actors. RL.8.7 beyond the scope of ReadiStep.
(Not applicable to literature) RL.8.8
Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes,
patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the
Bible, including describing how the material is rendered This specific type of literary analysis is not
new. RL.8.9 addressed on ReadiStep.
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature,
Range of Reading [including stories, dramas, and poem:s, at the high end of Passages for ReadiStep are chosen by a
and Level of Text |grades 68 text complexity band independently and Determining the Meaning of |process that considers complexity and grade-
Complexity proficiently. RL.8.10 Words level appropriateness.
Organization and Ideas
ReadiStep does not require that students
Reading Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support provide textual evidence; however, students
Standards for Key Ideas and analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as must base inferences and analysis on the text
7 Informational Text|Details inferences drawn from the text. RI.7.1 Reasoning and Inferencing  |provided in the passage or item stem.

Organization and Ideas
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Grade Strand

English Language Arts Side-By-Side Alignment Tables:
ReadiStep™—Common Core State Standards

Common Core State Standards

Standard

Standard ID

Aligned ReadiStep

Skill

Comments

Determine two or more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the course

ReadiStep addresses the skill of summarizing;
however, students are not required to provide

of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. RI.7.2 Organization and Ideas a direct summary.
Analyze the interactions between individuals, events,
and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals
or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). RL.7.3 Reasoning and Inferencing
Organization and Ideas
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
Craft and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific Determining the Meaning of
Structure word choice on meaning and tone. RL.7.4 Words
Author’s Craft
Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text,
including how the major sections contribute to the
whole and to the development of the ideas. RL.7.5 Organization and Ideas
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her
position from that of others. RI.7.6 Author’s Craft
Organization and Ideas
Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or
Integration of multimedia version of the text, analyzing each
Knowledge and medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery The audio, video and multimedia elements are
Ideas of a speech affects the impact of the words). RIL7.7 beyond the scope of ReadiStep.
Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a
text, assessing whether the reasoning
is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to
support the claims. RI.7.8 Reasoning and Inferencing
Organization and Ideas
Analyze how two or more authors writing about the
same topic shape their presentations of key
information by emphasizing different evidence or
advancing different interpretations of facts. RI.7.9 Organization and Ideas
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary
Range of Reading [nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band Passages for ReadiStep are chosen by a
and Level of Text |proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end Determining the Meaning of [process that considers complexity and grade-
Complexity of the range. RI.7.10 Words level appropriateness.
Organization and Ideas
ReadiStep does not require that students
Reading Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an provide textual evidence; however, students
Standards for Key Ideas and analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as must base inferences and analysis on the text
8 Informational Text|Details inferences drawn from the text. RI.8.1 Reasoning and Inferencing [provided in the passage or item stem.
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Grade Strand

English Language Arts Side-By-Side Alignment Tables:
ReadiStep™—Common Core State Standards

Common Core State Standards

Standard

Standard ID

Aligned ReadiStep

Skill

Organization and Ideas

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective

ReadiStep addresses the skill of summarizing;
however, students are not required to provide

summary of the text. RI.8.2 Reasoning and Inferencing
Analyze how a text makes connections among and
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g.,
through comparisons, analogies, or categories). RI.8.3 Reasoning and Inferencing
Organization and Ideas
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word
Craft and choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or Determining the Meaning of
Structure allusions to other texts. RI.8.4 Words
Author’s Craft
Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in
a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept. RI.8.5 Organization and Ideas
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text
and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds
to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. RI.8.6 Author’s Craft
Organization and Ideas
Integration of Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using
Knowledge and different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, The multimedia element is beyond the scope
Ideas multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. RI.8.7
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when
irrelevant evidence is introduced. RI.8.8 Reasoning and Inferencing
Organization and Ideas
Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide
conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or
interpretation. RI.8.9 Organization and Ideas
Range of Reading [By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary Passages for ReadiStep are chosen by a
and Level of Text |nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text Determining the Meaning of [process that considers complexity and grade-
Complexity complexity band independently and proficiently. RI.8.10 Words level appropriateness.
Organization and Ideas
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or
Text Types and Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons  |opposing claims, and organize the reasons and
7 Writing Purposes and relevant evidence. evidence logically. W.7.1a

© 2010 The College Board.

4 0of 14

Appendix B



English Language Arts Side-By-Side Alignment Tables:

ReadiStep™—Common Core State Standards

Common Core State Standards

Grade Strand Standard

Standard ID

Aligned ReadiStep

Skill

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.|W.7.1b
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion Manage Order and
and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons,| Relationships of Sentences
and evidence. W.7.1c and Paragraphs
Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.1d
Manage Order and
Provide a concluding statement or section that Relationships of Sentences
follows from and supports the argument presented. |W.7.1e and Paragraphs
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information,
using strategies such as definition, classification,
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic [comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
content. comprehension. W.7.2a
Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples. W.7.2b
Manage Order and
Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and Relationships of Sentences
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. |W.7.2¢c and Paragraphs
Manage Order and
Use precise language and domain-specific Relationships of Sentences
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. Ww.7.2d and Paragraphs
Establish and maintain a formal style. W.7.2e
Provide a concluding statement or section that Manage Order and
follows from and supports the information or Relationships of Sentences
explanation presented. W.7.2f and Paragraphs
Engage and orient the reader by establishing a
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences|context and point of view and introducing a narrator
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive |and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
details, and well-structured event sequences. unfolds naturally and logically. W.7.3a
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing,
and description, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters. W.7.3b
Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and Manage Order and
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from Relationships of Sentences
one time frame or setting to another. W.7.3¢ and Paragraphs
Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive Manage Order and
details, and sensory language to capture the action Relationships of Sentences
and convey experiences and events. W.7.3d and