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CLEP OverviewCLEP Overview 

d b d l d d l• Credit‐by‐examination program serving diverse groups, including adult 
students, non‐traditional learners, and military service members

• More than seven million exams administered since 1967More than seven million exams administered since 1967 

• 1,600+ colleges administer CLEP

• 200,000 CLEP exams administered in 2008‐09200,000 CLEP exams administered in 2008 09 

• 73,000+ exams administered to military service members in 2008–09

• Exam fee =$77‐ Effective July 1, 2010Exam fee  $77 Effective July 1, 2010

• American Council on Education (ACE)‐recommended credit‐granting score 
for all exams is 50 (equivalent to a grade of C)



The CLEP Examinations (eCBT)The CLEP Examinations (eCBT)
Composition and LiteratureHistory and Social Sciences

American Literature 

Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 

English Composition 

English Composition with Essay

American Government 
Human Growth and Development 
Introduction to Educational Psychology 
Principles of Macroeconomics 
Principles of Microeconomics

English Literature 

Freshman College Composition 

Humanities

Principles of Microeconomics 
Introductory Psychology 
Introductory Sociology 
Social Sciences and History 
U.S. History I
U S Hi t II Science and MathematicsU.S. History II
Western Civilization I
Western Civilization II 

Business

Science and Mathematics
Calculus
College Algebra 
Precalculus
College Mathematics

Information Systems and Computer 
Applications 
Principles of Management 
Financial Accounting
Introductory Business Law

Biology 
Chemistry 
Natural Sciences

Foreign LanguagesIntroductory Business Law 
Principles of Marketing

Foreign anguages
French Language  
German Language 
Spanish Language



About the CLEP ExamsAbout the CLEP Exams
Structure

33 computer‐based

Mostly multiple‐choice, some fill‐in, listening sections for foreign languages

Approximately 90 minutes in length

Scoring
“Rights‐only” scoring (no penalty for wrong answers)

Immediate score reports (except exams with essays)p ( p y )

American Council of Education (ACE) recommends qualifying scores for credit
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/CLEP_scores.pdf

Developmentp
More than 600 faculty contribute to the development and standard setting for 
ongoing test development.

Opportunities to participate in College Board ACES Placement Validity studies:
https://apps.collegeboard.com/aces/prequest.html



Highest Volume CLEP Examsg
National and DANTES 2008‐09
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July 1, 2010
Changes to CLEP Composition Exams

Releasing:

College Composition

College Composition Modular

Retiring:

English Composition

English Composition with Essay

Freshman College Composition
www.collegeboard.com/clepcomposition



CLEP Composition ExamsCLEP Composition Exams
Comparison of Examination Content: New in 

2010p
Exam Component Freshman 

College Comp
English 
Composition

English 
Composition 
With Essay

College 
Composition

College 
Composition 
Modular

Abilit t R i dAbility to Recognize and 
Use Standard Written 
English

X X X X X

Analyzing Writing X X X X

Rhetorical Analysis X X

Revision Skills X X X X X

Use of Source Materials X X XUse of Source Materials X X X

Argumentative Essay option X X 3 options

Source‐Based Essay X 3 options

Timing:
90 min MC 90 min MC 45 min MC 50 min MC 90 min MC

+90 min essays +45 min essay +70 min essays +70 min essays



Faculty InvolvementFaculty Involvement

Higher education faculty serve on CLEP examHigher education faculty serve on CLEP exam 
development committees‐

• Represent public and private universities and p p p
community colleges nationwide. 

• CLEP Test Information Guides (TIG)‐information on 
exam content, standards setting, and scoring‐

• The URL for the CLEP Professional Resource Center 
appears below:
– URL: http://www.collegeboard.com/clepresourcecenter



Prior Learning Assessment as a Degree 
Completion Solution

The evaluation of knowledge and skills gained from learning 
independent of classroom seat time.

Alternative sources for learning:
employment

traveltravel
hobbies

civic activities
volunteer service

internshipsinternships
military service

previous coursework and interdisciplinary study

Credit for learning, not just experience!



CLEP’S History with PLACLEP S History with PLA

’ b• CLEP’S beginnings‐ 1967

• A few key universities offered CLEP to help students with 
varied enrollment and military learning experiencesvaried enrollment and military learning experiences 
demonstrate knowledge and skills for college credit.

• For 40 years, CLEP examinations have tested the knowledge 
students may have acquired outside the college classroom.

• Learning through independent study, an advanced high school 
or college course on‐the‐job training professionalor college course, on the job training, professional 
development, military service, cultural pursuits or internships.

• More than 200,000 exams administered in 2008‐09



CLEP: A nationally recognized tool for PLACLEP: A nationally recognized tool for PLA

• Design a flexible academic plan to get the most out of the college 
experience, by exempting from general introductory courses and moving 
on to more advanced and available courses. 

• Save time by enrolling only in courses needed to satisfy degree 
requirements; accelerating academic momentum with exams that can 
earn 3‐12 college credits. 

• Save money by spending less on tuition and textbook costs. 

• Satisfy foreign language requirements by demonstrating native language 
proficiency. 

• Earn transfer credit for unrecognized coursework or international g
experiences.  

• Complement portfolio assessment with exams that validate knowledge 
from prior learning. p g



Who Takes CLEP?Who Takes CLEP?

Adults returning to collegeAdults returning to college
Military service members and 
veterans
Students who are fluent in 
Spanish, French, or German
Students at risk for stopping out 
Students with high SAT or ACT 
scoresscores
Juniors or seniors who have not 
met lower‐division requirements
Transfer studentsTransfer students
Home‐schooled students
International students needing 
to translate their overseas credit



2008 Survey of National Test Takers2008 Survey of National Test Takers

45% have taken an                
online course

70% are working       
f ll t tifull‐ or part‐time

45% are first‐generation45% are first‐generation 
college students



Education Level 
Exams Administered to National Candidates, 2008‐09



Age Distribution of Test Takers
Exams Administered to National Candidates, 2008‐09



CLEP for Military and VeteransCLEP for Military and VeteransCLEP for Military and VeteransCLEP for Military and Veterans

• CLEP exams are free for eligible military 
service members

www collegeboard com/clepmilitarywww.collegeboard.com/clepmilitary

• Military veterans can seek reimbursement 
from the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs for exam and fees

www.collegeboard.com/clepveterans



Adult Learning: A National PriorityAdult Learning: A National Priority

Current Degree Production Combined with Population Growth vs Best Performance*

41,860,914
Degrees* Produced from 

2005 to 2025 with Current Rate

Current Degree Production Combined with Population Growth vs. Best Performance* 
on the Student Transition and Completion Measures

63,127,642

, ,

Degrees Needed to Meet
Best Performance** (55%)

2005 to 2025 with Current Rate 
of Production plus Population Growth 

0 20 40 60 80

Best Performance  (55%)

Millions

*Degrees includes both Associates and 4‐year degrees

** Best performance is the average of the top three states.

17

NCHEMS and JFF, Adding it Up: State Challenges for Increasing 
College Access and Success (2007)



Research 

College Board CLEP Data, Reports & Research
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/data‐reports‐research/cb/clep
– Results indicate that CLEP students perform as well, or better than, those in the comparison 

group in nearly every case.group in nearly every case. 

ACES Placement Validity Study evaluates how performance on CLEP tests taken at the end of a 
course is related to student performance in that same course. 

Florida Study (2010)‐soon to be released study of students earning credit with CLEP and their 
performance in sequent coursework, persistence rates, and degree completion. Preliminary 
findings indicate CLEP students persist with continued college enrollment at higher rates 
and complete degrees in less time.and complete degrees in less time. 

CAEL (2010): Fueling the Race to Postsecondary Success 
– CLEP and AP, Challenge, Excelsior, and DSST recognized as national exams that support PLA 

successsuccess.





Highlights of CAEL Study and FindingsHighlights of CAEL Study and Findings
Fueling the Race to Postsecondary Success

62 475‐adult students in sample (age 25 or older)62,475‐adult students in sample (age 25 or older)

15,594 (25%) earned PLA credit between 2001 and 2008

Standardized tests, such as AP and CLEP, were most commonly offered PLA option. 

CLEP® was cited as a key example of prior learning assessment (PLA) methodsCLEP  was cited as a key example of prior learning assessment (PLA) methods.

Persistence (Completed 80 or more credits within 7 years)

‐PLA Student: 56%PLA Student: 56%

‐Non‐PLA Student: 22%

Time to Degree (PLA vs. Non‐PLA)

‐Bachelor’s Degree: Saved 2.5 to 10.1 months to attain degree

‐Assoc. Degree: Saved 1.5 to 4.5 months to attain degree 

Degree Attainment within 7 yearsDegree Attainment within 7 years

‐PLA Student: 56%  (43% Bachelors; 13% Assoc.)

‐Non‐PLA Student: 21%  (15% Bachelors; 6% Assoc)



PLA MethodsPLA Methods
Fueling the Race to Postsecondary Success

• Standardized examsStandardized exams
– Advanced Placement (AP)

– College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

– Excelsior and DSST Exams

• Challenge exams

• Evaluation of non‐college training (e.g., 
corporate or military)

• Individual student portfolios



CAEL findings: Fueling the Race to Postsecondary Success
What we now can sayWhat we now can say……

Executive Summary and report available online (www.cael.org)

Evidence shows that PLA students, on average, have higher rates of 
degree earning than do non‐PLA students. 

– True at institutions of all sizes, levels and controls.

PLA students have higher rates of persistence compared with non‐PLA 
students.

PLA students in this study had better graduation rates than non‐PLA 
students:

– regardless of institutional size, level (two‐year or four‐year) or control 
(private for‐profit, non‐profit, or public)

– regardless of student’s academic ability or grade point averageg y g p g

– regardless of student’s age, gender, or race/ethnicity

– regardless of whether or not student receives financial aid 



Top Reasons for Offering PLATop Reasons for Offering PLA

Fueling the Race to Postsecondary Success survey resultsFueling the Race to Postsecondary Success‐survey results
• To provide a time‐saving avenue for degree completion: 92%
• To fulfill the mission to serve adult learners: 92%
• To encourage greater student persistence towards a degree: 

90%
• To recognize the value of learning that happens outside of theTo recognize the value of learning that happens outside of the 

classroom: 88%
• To provide a cost‐effective avenue for degree completion: 85%
• To remove barriers to education: 83%
• To offer a way for students to avoid class work that would be 

repetitious and redundant: 73%p



Who Needs Your CLEP/PLA Policy?Who Needs Your CLEP/PLA Policy?

Registrar’s 
Office

Faculty & 
Advisers

Admissions 
Office

Adult &/or
StudentsTest Center

Adult &/or 
Veterans 
Office



CLEP Resources for StudentsCLEP Resources for Students

Test Preparation AidsTest Preparation Aids 
www.collegeboard.com/clepprep

• Free College Composition Exam Guide 
posted on April 1, 2010.

• CLEP Official Study Guide – $24.95

• Free online resources for all CLEPFree online resources for all CLEP 
exams.

Publications for Students

k b h• Take One brochures

• CLEP Military brochures

• Information for Candidates bookletInformation for Candidates booklet 



Sign Up for CLEPNotesSign Up for CLEPNotes

collegeboard.com/clepnotes



Need More Information?Need More Information?

CLEP website for professionals: 
professionals.collegeboard.com/Clep

CLEP website for students: 
www collegeboard com/clepwww.collegeboard.com/clep

CLEP email address:CLEP email address:
CLEP@collegeboard.org


