








few notable differences between high-minority and low-
minority districts, and none between high- and low-minority
schools, on any section of the survey.

The implications of these results for our nation’s K-12
education system are significant. (Although some comments
reflected the opinion that writing instruction has not changed
in a positive way, the overall combination of survey responses
and written comments suggests that a positive view on writ-
ing instruction is far more prevalent.) Essentially, there has
been a major shift in the importance, role, and prominence
placed upon writing in our nation’s schools and districts over
the past three years. This renewed writing emphasis also has
helped broaden postsecondary preparation, shape instruc-
tional changes, enhance academic rigor, and buttress profes-
sional resource development. And these changes appear to be
pervasive—impacting schools and districts regardless of size,
location, or enrollment diversity.

Preview of Complete Report

The complete report of this study will be available in early
2008. This will include the background of the study, a detailed
description of study procedures and samples, surveys and
accompanying communications, analyses of the results of
each survey question, breakdowns by size, metropolitan
area, and diversity, and a discussion of any study limitations
(e.g., potential sample restrictions).
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