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few notable differences between high-minority and low-
minority districts, and none between high- and low-minority 
schools, on any section of the survey.

The implications of these results for our nation’s K–12 
education system are significant. (Although some comments 
reflected the opinion that writing instruction has not changed 
in a positive way, the overall combination of survey responses 
and written comments suggests that a positive view on writ-
ing instruction is far more prevalent.) Essentially, there has 
been a major shift in the importance, role, and prominence 
placed upon writing in our nation’s schools and districts over 
the past three years. This renewed writing emphasis also has 
helped broaden postsecondary preparation, shape instruc-
tional changes, enhance academic rigor, and buttress profes-
sional resource development. And these changes appear to be 
pervasive—impacting schools and districts regardless of size, 
location, or enrollment diversity.

Preview of Complete Report 

The complete report of this study will be available in early 
2008. This will include the background of the study, a detailed 
description of study procedures and samples, surveys and 
accompanying communications, analyses of the results of 
each survey question, breakdowns by size, metropolitan 
area, and diversity, and a discussion of any study limitations 
(e.g., potential sample restrictions).

Richard J. Noeth is an independent consultant.
Jennifer L. Kobrin is a research scientist at the College Board.

References
Brualdi, A. (1999). Traditional and modern concepts of 
validity. (ERIC Digest ED435714). Washington, DC: ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Assessment and Evaluation. Retrieved 
March 19, 2007, from http://www.ericdigests.org/2000-3/
validity.htm.

Kobrin, J.L., Deng, H., & Shaw, E.J. (2007, April). An inves-
tigation of prompt characteristics and response features on 
the SAT essay. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Messick, S. (1989). Validity. In R.L. Linn (Ed.) Educational 
measurement (3rd ed., pp. 13–103). New York: Macmillan 
Publishing Company.

Milewski, G.B., Johnsen, D., Glazer, N., & Kubota, M. 
(2005). A survey to evaluate the alignment of the new 
SAT writing and critical reading sections to curricula and 	
instructional practices (College Board Research Report No. 
2005-1). New York: The College Board.

National Center for Education Statistics. (2003). Remedial 
education at degree-granting postsecondary institutions in 
fall 2000. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of 	
Education, National Center for Education Statistics.

National Council of Teachers of English. (1996). National 
standards for the English language arts. Urbana, IL: National 
Council of Teachers of English and 	International Reading 
Association.

The National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools 
and Colleges. (2003). The neglected “R”: The need for a writ-
ing revolution. New York: The College Board.

The National Commission on Writing for America’s 
Families, Schools, and Colleges. (2006). Writing and school 
reform. New York: The College Board.

U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, 
and National Center for Education Statistics. (2003). The 
nation’s report card: Writing 2002. Washington, DC: Authors.







Writing Changes in the Nation’s K–12 Education System

Office of Research and Analysis
The College Board
45 Columbus Avenue
New York, NY 10023-6992
212 713-8000 

The College Board: Connecting Students to College Success
The College Board is a not-for-profit membership association whose mission is to connect students to college success and opportunity. Founded 
in 1900, the association is composed of more than 5,400 schools, colleges, universities, and other educational organizations. Each year, the College 
Board serves seven million students and their parents, 23,000 high schools, and 3,500 colleges through major programs and services in college 
admissions, guidance, assessment, financial aid, enrollment, and teaching and learning. Among its best-known programs are the SAT®, the  
PSAT/NMSQT®, and the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®). The College Board is committed to the principles of excellence and equity, and 
that commitment is embodied in all of its programs, services, activities, and concerns. For further information, visit www.collegeboard.com.

© 2007 The College Board. All rights reserved. College Board, Advanced Placement Program, AP, SAT, and the acorn logo are registered trademarks 
of the College Board. connect to college success is a trademark owned by the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College 
Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation. All other products and services may be trademarks of their respective owners. Visit the College 
Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.

Permission is hereby granted to any nonprofit organization or institution to reproduce this report in limited quantities for its own use, but not for 
sale, provided that the copyright notice be retained in all reproduced copies as it appears in this publication.


